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Activities

1 All At Once

The idea of this activity is to create a complex classroom environment with 
a number of possible language processing tasks. There will be music 
playing, posters on the walls and people talking. 

You’ll need to prepare a mixtape of songs in English, and either create or 
download from the internet a series of images with English language infor-
mation - this could be a mix of movie posters, information signs and Face-
book-style inspirational messages - you choose! 

Get your music ready and fix the posters to the wall.

Set up a simple conversation topic with a little task, like finding out the other 
person’s top 3 foods, singers or places to hang out - this can be in English or 
in the students’ first language, if they share one. It might be fun telling your 
students to speak their own language in this activity - this will add an element 
of surprise, while reflecting the fact that as well as mining different language 
skills, we frequently have to code and decode more than one more langua-
ge at a time.

Invite your students to walk around the room with a partner, sharing the 
information you have told them to find out. Tell them to look at the posters 
on the walls while they’re doing this, and to listen to the music. Then take the 
posters down.

Afterwards, ask them to list:
- Their partner’s top 3 food, singers or places to hang out
- As many of the poster messages as they can remember

This isn’t a test and it should be seen as a fun activity. But it’s worth talking 
to your students about how they felt as they were doing it. You can revisit it 
and vary the stimulus. Maybe you could take the class outside if it’s safe. And 
if it isn’t raining (I am writing this in London, after all).
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2 Text and talk

Set up the same or a similar conversation activity with a simple task. But 
before they begin, tell your students to take out their mobiles and go online 
to a favourite website or social networking platform. This can be in English 
or in their own language; it should be somewhere they usually go online. Tell 
them the task is to have the conversation in English, finding out the informa-
tion in the task, without looking up from their phones.

This is also something students can do out of class with a learner friend.

 

Tips  

The next time you do this activity, divide the class into two or more groups. 
Ask each group to make a mixtape and poster wall for the other group(s). If 
they’re working in English, this will  be a useful communication activity in 
itself. You can listen in on their conversations and help with language if they 
get stuck or need a particular word. 

3 My Atlantic

Looking at a map of the world, and working alone or with a learner friend, 
assign different language skills to different bodies of water. Which language 
areas feel like the biggest, or the most important, and why? Does the way 
they match language areas to large or small, warm or cold waters suggest 
how they feel about them?

Reflection and Discussion

Think about the way you experience language at different times. What 
senses are you using?

We usually talk about four language skills: listening, speaking, reading and 
writing. Are there any others? What would be your fifth skill?
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