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1  I can’t hear myself think 
 
The idea here is to create some ambient noise in the classroom, and to have 
the students conduct a task through it.  
 
First, set up a conversation task. You’re going to be talking about old 
and new things you still use or like.  
 
Choose a topic that will �t, and ask the students to think about the toy, 
friend, CD or (if they are billionaires) yacht that they have had for the 
longest time - and the one they have had for the shortest time.* Be 
sensitive with your choice of question, as it must be something 
everyone is willing and able to discuss. 
 
Now invite the students to play some music or soundboard noises on 
their mobile phones - loud enough to create multiple sources of 
ambient noise, like in a city or busy working space.  
 
Ask the students to speak in pairs, and to �nd out (and write down) the 
new and old things their partner has chosen - and why they still use or 
like them. 
 
Now swap the class around, turn the music up louder, and tell the class 
to have the same conversation faster with the next partner. How quickly 
can they share the information? 
 
Have everyone sit down, and join in the fun by asking everyone to keep 
the music or soundboard noises on as they shout out their classmates’ 
answers for you to note on the board, speaking as fast as they can - now 
you’re the one trying to pick out the words amidst the din.
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2 New neighbourhood 
 

One of the de�ning features of classroom life is that we see the same 
people day after day. If there’s someone else teaching English in your 
school, why not mix it up a bit by putting your classes together one 
time? 

 

We sometimes �nd ourselves looking for a place in a city - asking people 
where we are, where it is and how to get there. To replicate that, and the 
feeling of urgency it gives us, we’re going to set up a task where people 
have to �nd out who likes what: so instead of �nding a place, you’re 
looking for someone.  

 

So as preparation, have everyone in your class write down on a piece of 
paper their favourite thing right now, whether it’s a show, a song, an 
app, a team, a hobby, a game. (Your colleague will need to do the same). 
Ask them to bring it to you, so you can help with any language they 
might need. Ask them to redraft the note if necessary.  

 

Take in all the �nished notes, and swap them with your colleague - this 
could happen between classes, or halfway through the lesson when you 
plan to bring the two classes together. Give everyone in your class a 
piece of paper from your colleague’s class. 

 

Tell the class they’re going to join another class, and that their task will 
be to �nd the person who likes the thing written on their sheet of paper. 

 

Time this activity - it’ll happen twice, each time with one class holding 
the pieces of paper and asking the questions. The class that �nds 
everyone �rst is the winner. 
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Note 
 
This activity could be pretty low on language outputs - after all, you 
could do it all by pointing! Why not pre-teach and drill some handy 
conversation starters and responses, of this sort:  
 
‘I’m looking for someone who likes..’  
‘I think it might be..’  
‘Are you the person who likes..’  
and so on.

 
 
Finally: Feedback   
 
Make sure you give your class the chance to feedback on these activities.
  
 
What do they think of doing tasks in a noisy classroom environment?
 
What other ways could they �nd new people to share English with?


