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Cultural Capital 
Thinking Change

How do you talk to students about English-speaking culture? 

Are your choices defined by accent, customs, the media, historical 
identifications (of where the language comes), or geographical realities   
(of where we find the largest number of English language speakers? 

Take some time to work that out for yourself in your journal. 

Now, set up a reflective activity that would be appropriate to your 
classroom. I will not suggest a single activity here because I think this notion 
should be articulated with respect and sensitivity to local contexts. You 
know, better than I do, what’s best for your classroom. 

Still, one possible activity you could do with your students about this is to 
reflect on what the ‘perfect’ accent might be, and articulate the gap 
between their own accents and this ideal. I have developed this into an 
activity of my own which you’re very welcome to use. You can find that here:  
http://divyamadhavan.com/2015/07/03/lesson-idea-equal-accents/

Another thing you might want to address with your students is Adrian 
Holliday’s idea of surface action and deep action. 

Surface action is basically all the stuff you see if you were to observe a 
classroom, and deep action is what is less visible and a part of the fabric of 
the culture - less visible but no less present. 

Why would it be useful to know what this is? Because the act of identifying 
the deeper cultural dynamics of what goes on in a learning environment is a 
valuable resource. A teacher can work very directly with motivational 
barriers to language learning and the socio-cultural weight of the language 
being learnt. Students sometimes feel greatly empowered by having the 
space to talk about what is really going on, what some of the unquestioned 
prejudices affecting their language learning are and whether they feel like 
cultural knowledge truly counts in their language learning journey. 

(Holliday, A (1997) Appropriate Methodology and Social Context, CUP)
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