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To make milk carton cubes:
Measure and cut so that the bottom and sides of the carton create five sides 
of a cube. Push two cubes together to make one solid cube. 

Basic activity rules:
I use the same rules for most activities, so that students came spend more 
time doing something in English rather than listening to me explain rules for 
different games.

1. Each turn consists of three rolls.
2. Students can choose to keep any of the cubes rolled, and can choose 
to roll any other cubes again. This allows them to use a bit of strategy, for 
example, how likely they are to get a different verb, or a different noun.
3. If students manage to form a word or sentence in three rolls or less, 
they get a point. If not, the turn moves to the next student.

To be honest, students usually soon forget about points and start helping 
each other form words or sentences. 
For writing practice, I’ll sometimes give them the cubes with the instruction 
to see how many sentences they can make (and write down) within a time 
limit.

Cube content
Obviously, the language your students need to practice will be different than 
what my students need to practice. But, if you use my cube content as a 
guide, replacing similar types of words with similar types of words will 
ensure that the activities will work.

Phonics cubes
I give the students three cubes. One cube is for the vowels (‘A’ is repeated 
twice), but I let students choose any other 12 letters for sides of the 
remaining two cubes. Invariably, they start by choosing the letters that 
seldom appear in 3-letter words – q, x, y, z. After trying to sound out some 
odd consonant vowel combinations, they will ask if it’s okay to choose 
different letters. After I agree, and suggest that this time they take a look at 
the letters that show up frequently in their phonics words, they gravitate 
toward more useful letters. 
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Collocation cubes

Story cubes
To use the stories for collaborative storytelling, the first student in a group 
rolls the cubes and uses them in a sentence that starts the story. Each 
student in turn adds a line to build the story. The last student in the group 
needs to add a sentence that ends the story.

Grammar cubes

Sentence cubes


